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WHAT TO DO —- WHAT TO SEE —— IN WHITEHORSE 


Narrow Gauge Railway 

The narrow-gauge White Pass trains leave 
on the breathtakingly beautiful trip to 
Skagway from the depot at the end of Main. 
Also located in the depot is Whitehorse 
Trade Board's travel bureau. The friendly 
staff will cheerfully answer questions for 
visitors. 


Reminders of Gold Rush Days 


South from Main on First Avenue is the 
Old Post Office. If youtre taking pictures, 
you might like a shot of this remnant of a 
less utilitarian age. 

Head west on Elliott from there, and you 
will see in two blocks the Old Log Church, 
which until 1961 served as the Anglican 
cathedral for the Yukon. It still stands 
though it has been retired from its honor- 
able service. Across the street is the 
Yukon Chamber of Mines office where infor- 
mation about Yukon minerals, mining and 
prospecting can be obtained. (You could 
check also at the resident geologist's of- 
fice in the Federal Building at Main and 
Fourth. Look Southeast and you will see 
the "Yukon Skyscraper", a three-storey log 
cabin. You'll have to work hard for a cam= 
era angle but it's a unique subject. 


Spirit Houses 


There are two native cemetery sites. 
They are noted for the spirit houses built 
to house the spirit of the departed. The 
hilltop cemetery east of town surmounted 
by the totem white wolf,isa truly northern 
symbol. 


Bush Transportation 


The float planes that serve the lonely 
distances of the Yukon in summer land eith- 
er on the river before the town or up= 
stream on the lake behind the hydro dam. 
They supply prospectors, hunting parties, 
fishermen and are the regular means of 
transportation for most people in the bush. 


Hotsprings 

Takhini Hotspring, head north on the Al-= 
aska Highway,take the Mayo road and you'll 
see the turnoff on the left, is a good 
place to steam out those traveller's blues 
in an outdoor pool. 


During the summer season the Lions Club 
operates an excellent outdoor pool. Near 
it is the ball park, civic centre (hockey 
scene in winter) and Whitehorse Curling 
Club. 


Log Tramways — Microwave 


The Robert Campbell Bridge that crosses 
the Yukon River at Whitehorse is named af-— 
ter the first white man to enter the Yukon 
from the south. He opened a trading post 
for the Hudson's Bay Company, downriver 
from Whitehorse at Selkirk in the 1840's. 
There is some conjecture that Russian ex= 
plorers may have reached the Yukon before 
this date from the North. Just south of 
the bridge is a replica of the log tramway 
used to portage goods around treacherous 
Miles Canyon and Whitehorse Rapids. North 
of the bridge is the community's four mil- 
lion dollar hospital and south is the 
spanking new housing area of Riverdale and 
the hostels where native children from 
throughout the territory stay during the 
school term. Ahead on the first road you 
encounter leading to Riverdale is the ac— 
cess trail to a mountain microwave site 
which offers some spectacular views. 


Miles Canyon 


Miles Canyon,the Hydro Dam and the fish= 
ways provide a lively sight-seeing tour. 
Here is the route of the Gold Rush, near 
the start of the long, old Yukon River. 


Sam McGee's Cabin 

The museum and Sam McGee's cabin (from 
Service's poem:The Cremation of Sam McGee) 
don't need a build up .... theytre our top 
attractions. 


Boar Excursions 
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Closeleigh 

The Masonic Hall on First Avenue (or 
Front Street as it fronts on the river 
which for many years was the chief artery 
of transportation in the Yukon) is the 
only link with the town named Closeleigh 
which preceded Whitehorse. Closeleigh was 
on the east bank of the river but the town 
moved to the west side and, with the move, 
came the name change. The Masonic Hall was 
moved across on the ice in the winter of 
1898. 
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